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GLOBAL DIVERSITY  
AWARENESS MONTH

The world is full of many different cultures,  
and this month we get to celebrate them! 
You probably have friends who have different 
traditions than you. Many of these traditions  
have come from other cultures. 

The diversity we can find in the United States 
is one of the things that make it such a great 

country. We celebrate our differences and  
learn from each other.

China
Indonesia

Greece
Japan

Norway

Birthday Traditions 
Around the World

On birthdays in MEXICO, it’s 
traditional for someone to  
shove the birthday boy or girl’s 
face into their cake after they take 
their first bite.

AUSTRALIANS 
celebrate their 
birthday by eating 
fairy bread—
buttered bread with 
rainbow sprinkles.

In THE NETHERLANDS, everyone 
in the family gets birthday wishes, 
not just the birthday person.

JAMAICAN birthday boys or girls 
get flour thrown at them!

In VIETNAM, everyone celebrates 
their birthday on the same day of 
the year, called Tet, which is also 
the beginning of the new  
year. Children get red  
envelopes filled  
with money as  
presents.

1. In the most populated country in Asia, it isn’t 
rude to slurp noodles—it just means you’re 
enjoying the food! 

2. It’s rude to point with your pointer finger in 
this country. Instead, use your thumb! 

3. In homes in this large island country, you 
always remove your shoes before entering.

4. Even when eating a sandwich, this country  
is big on using silverware. Table manners  
are very important to them.

5. Instead of putting their baby teeth under  
a pillow, kids in this country throw  
their teeth onto their roofs. 

Can you match the cultural tradition  
with the country that practices it?

The equator

What goes around the world but doesn’t move?
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