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Each year we ask kids their opinions on topical issues. This year, over 2,000 

boys and girls ages 6 to 12 across the country responded to our survey with 

their thoughts on the election, the presidency, and life in the White House.

We Asked, Kids Answered

2016

™

How much is the presidential election discussed at home?

What’s the first thing kids want  
our new president to work on?

“No. I am going to be a shark scientist.” 

– Boy, age 6

Keeping our country safe50%

Saving the environment15%

Making sure all people can get healthcare13%

Helping more people find jobs11%

Helping kids do well in school11%
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BREAKDOWN BY AGE

★  A LITTLE  
When there is something  
about it on TV. 

★  NOT AT ALL  
My parents don’t talk  
about it with me.

★  A LOT  
We talk about it most days.

80% 
of kids talk about 
the presidential 

election at home.

TOP REASONS TO RUN

TOP REASONS NOT TO RUN

★  Kids want to make a difference (28%)

★ Kids think it would be cool/fun (10%) 

★  Kids want authority to be in  

charge/rule (9%) 

★  Kids think it’s a hard/stressful job;  

too much pressure (41%)

★  Kids have other plans for their  

future (17%)

★  Kids think it’s too much  

responsibility (10%) 

35% 
Want to Run

65% 
Don’t Want to Run

HONESTY

KINDNESS SMARTS

PRACTICE

COURAGE
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“ I think I would want to be 

president because I would 

like to keep the world safe.” 

– Gavin, age 8
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Do kids want to 

 run for president?

What’s the most important thing for a president to have?

30%
WHITE

36%
BLUE

22%
RED

12%
PINK

10%
GREEN

8%
PURPLE

What color would kids paint the White House?

What do kids want the president  
to know about being a kid today?

“ Being a kid today is fun and 
very stressful, but as long 
as we know we’re safe, that 
takes off a lot of stress.” 

– Girl, age 10

“ Being a kid is awesome  
because you get to go to school 
and meet new friends and you 
get to learn new things.”  

– Girl, age 8

“ Blue, because it’s my favorite color.”  
– Girl, age 6

“ We like to have fun. ” 
– Juliet, age 11

What makes 

kids proud to be 

Americans/live in 

the United States?

www.highlights.com
Copyright © 2016 Highlights for Children, Inc. All rights reserved.  

Due to the open-ended structure of the survey questions, all answers  may not add up to 100%.

Kids have 

freedom/

rights here

50%

Kids like 
living here

9%
Kids feel 
safe here

9%
Kids get what 

they need here

8%

10%

Kids want 
to feel safe

18%

Being a kid is 
di�cult/stressful

18%

Being a kid 
is cool/fun

25%

School/Education 
is important

“ We are free. We have good people 

who care about each other. I can 

have a voice and vote.” 
– Boy, age 6

“ It is great living here, and there  

are lots of opportunities to live 

your dream.”  
– Boy, age 10

“ That I know I’m safe from danger 

and will be safe no matter what.” 

  – Boy, age 12

“ I am proud of my school, my 

family, my friends, and of all the 

things that I have [here].” 
   – Girl, age 9

“ They should have honesty. They  should always tell the truth.” 
– Joel, age 11

“ Kindness, because if they're not nice, what else are they going to do?” 
– Girl, age 8

70% 
of kids want to paint 
the White House a 
new color. Of those 
kids who would paint 
the White House, the 
top five most popular 
color choices are…


