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Due to the open-ended structure of the survey questions, all answers may not add up to 100%.

They try to 
stop it.

They ignore it or 
stay out of it.

They join in or 
encourage it.

61%

37%

2%

When your parents see something 
mean or unkind happening,  

what do they usually do?

Is it more important to be  
kind or honest? 

If you could change one thing in the 
world, what would you change?

More than 
half of the 
responses 

were about 
kindness.

24%
Increase kindness, 

respect, and
honesty

40%
kind

60%
honest

15%
End 

crime/violence

8%
Help those  

in need

7%
Improve  

school/education

What do you think it means to “put 
yourself in another person’s shoes”?

uncomfortable        49%
sad        43%

scared        33%
confused        27%

embarrassed        22%
surprised        22%

angry        21%

3% safe

2% proud

6% entertained

Negative
Reactions

Positive
Reactions

93%

9%

When you see your parents or other  
adults being unkind or saying mean  

things, how do you feel?

Have you ever seen your parents or 
other adults acting unkindly or saying 

mean things to someone else? 
If so, where?

17%

79%

3%

1%

When I am in charge 
and people aren’t 

listening to me

It is never
OK.

When that 
person is mean 

or unkind to  
me first

When I don’t know 
the other person

Each year, our State of the Kid survey asks kids about  
what it’s like to be a kid today. This year, over 2,000 boys  

and girls ages 6-12 from all over the country shared  
their thoughts with us. Here’s what they had to say.

What do you think is most important  
to your parents, that you’re happy, 

do well in school, or are kind?

that I’m happy

that I do well 
in school

that I’m kind

44%

33%

23%

When, if ever, is it OK to be mean  
or unkind to someone else?

41%

8%

14%

8%

To be empathetic

Don’t know

To be in that
person’s situation

Think what it’s like
to be that person

We Asked. Kids Answered.

67% 
understood it 
means to see 

things like 
others.

36%
In the car

27%
On the phone

19%
In a restaurant 

or store

24%
Watching TV

12%
On a sports 

field

9%
On the 

computer

14%
Somewhere 

else

Majority  
of these 

mentions are 
“At home.” 
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